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DR. SCHMUCKER ON PEACE. 



A Sermon on the Adaptation of the Sabbath School System to the peculiar 
wants of our age and country. By S. S. Schmucker, D. D., Pro- 
fessor iu the Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. 

The spirit of peace is fast coming to pervade both the theological 
and the secular literature of the age ; but we hail, with special 
pleasure and hope, such manifestations as the following from a 
theologian and scholar, so highly distinguished as Dr. Schmucker. 
The sermon from which we quote, was preached last May before 
the American S. S. Union, and addressed to the representatives of 
all the evangelical denominations in our land associated in sup- 
port of "the Sabbath school system." 

"It was the design of the Saviour, that his religion should reach 
and mould the character of all men, of governors as well as gov- 
erned ; and that it should purify, and elevate, and regulate all the 
relations and institutions of the human family, not only social and 
domestic, literary atid scientific, but also civil and political. Chris- 
tianity has effected much to purify the social and domestic relations 
of men. She has elevated the condition of the female sex from 
degradation and cruelty to refinement and influence ; she has mit- 
igated the severity of the criminal code; she has banished suicide; 
she has established associations to support the poor, and to alleviate 
almost every form of human suffering; but she has failed to do as 
much for political governments. The dependence of her ministers 
on political rulers has prevented them from applying so fully the 
precepts of Christianity to political governments. The mother of 
all evils, war, that evil which brings in its train every other, which 
always stops the progress of piety, and throws back the car of the 
Redeemer, can scarcely be said to be sensibly diminished in fre- 
quency. Yet holy seers have predicted that, when Christianity pre- 
vails over the earth, men shall convert their swords into plough- 
shares ; and their spears into pruning-hooks, and shall learn war 
no more. If the wars in which Christians are embroiled, were 
always waged with some adjoining heathen nation, the latter might, 
in charity, be supposed the aggressors. But Christians have been 
almost constantly at war with Christians, and consequently their 
Christianity is not yet such as will prevail in that time, when we 
shall hear ' of wars and rumors of wars no more.' Where church 
and state are separated, ministers and private Christians are under 
no restraint in dissenting from the views of their rulers; they have 
no private interest that will be sacrificed ; their only interest is that 
of their common country. Even in a limited monarchy, therefore, 
if the popular branch of the government controls the purse, the 
people can greatly diminish the frequency of wars; but in a repub- 
lican government, like ours, where the people, through their repre- 
sentatives, both declare and conduct wars, if the mass of the people 
be deeply imbued by the spirit of the Saviour, it is in the power of a 
single generation to usher in millennial peace ! 
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" The practice of Christian wars,or rather, let me say, antichristian 
wars, by so-called Christian nations, has been a melancholy impedi- 
ment to the bloodless triumphs of the gospel among the heathen ! 
Listen to the reason assigned by the late emperor of China for re- 
fusing to admit the Christian religion into his empire ? Hear it, O 
Christian people, and blush ! ' Because' said he, 'wherever Christians 
go, they whiten the soil with human bones.' And a Turk, at Jerusalem, 
once said to Mr. Wolf, the missionary, who lately visited this coun- 
try, ' Why do you come to us ?' The missionary replied, ' To bring 
you peace.' ' Peace,' replied the Turk, leading Mr. Wolff to a win- 
dow, and pointing him to Mount Calvary, 'there, upon the very spot 
where your Lord poured out his blood, the Mohammedan is obliged 
to interfere, to prevent Christians from shedding the blood of each 
other!' O! if Christians had but acted out their principles as na- 
tions, and Christianity, as she traversed the different countries, had 
put an end to wars and bloodshed, I verily believe the moral omnip- 
otence of this single feature would have long since convinced the 
heathen world of its heaven-descended origin ; would have opened, 
not only the Chinese empire for the reception of the Prince of 
peace, but also every heathen nation on the globe; for it is well 
known that even the heathen populace regard war as the greatest 
of evils; and for this very reason the heathen people would have 
welcomed Christianity, even where their rulers felt no interest in it. 

" Are we philanthropists, and do we mourn over the miseries in- 
flicted on our race by vice and immorality, by injustice and oppres- 
sion, and, above all, by that mother of all evils, that advocate of all 
violence and oppression, that lasting obstacle to the reign of the 
Redeemer, war? Then let us advocate Sabbath schools to indoctri- 
nate the nation with the principles of the Prince of peace, whose 
religion teaches good-will to man, teaches all to avoid every vice, to 
love justice, and to do unto others as we would that they should do 
unto us." 



PETITION IN BEHALF OF A CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 

BF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. 

The undersigned, President and Executive Committee of the 
American Peace Society, by the authority, and in behalf of that 
Society, present the following petition : 

Your petitioners, being more persuaded than ever, that the fre- 
quency of war may be lessened, its sufferings abated, and the cus- 
tom of war finally banished from the community of free and 
enlightened nations and a more equitable, safe and cheap method 
for settling international disputes substituted in its place, would 
once more call the attention of your Honorable Bodies to that most 
important subject, — a Congress of Nations. They have nothing to 
add to the unanswerable arguments of former petitions on this sub- 
ject, and they lament that the short duration of the last session of 



